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be read for   many years, if indeed  it does   not yet
become one of those books which outlive the  great
mass of its fellows, and become standard.    The year
that the u Sidereal Messenger " was abandoned, Pro-
fessor Mitchel published his " Planetary and Stellar
Worlds."    Another name might have been u Devel-
opment of Astronomy."    It traced this development
from the earliest record of astronomical observation,
giving each new light that had been thrown upon
it as one discovery followed another, explaining the
motions  of   the heavenly bodies and uniting  them
under fixed  laws,  and concluding with   the  theory
then but recently announced by Maedler of a cen-
tral sun,  about which  the universe  is  supposed to
revolve.    The book * at once became a success, and
was a source of pride and comfort to its author.

1 Popular Astronomy appeared in 1860.    And a posthumous frag-
ment, Astronomy of the Bible, in 1863. a
